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Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. There is no antecedent for "the sheet-like gasket" in claim 3. Claim 4 is 
unclear as to whether "a sheet-like gasket" recite in this claim is the same as "the sheet-like 
gasket" in claim 3, and because the claim recites a "sealing protrusion", but does not recite what 
member the protrusion is part of. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Murakami et al. 
(JP 7-201308) in view of Suzuki et al. (JP 2001-283795), both cited by applicants. 

Murakami et al. disclose a sealing plate used to seal a battery, which plate includes a 
sealing member (3) that seals an opening via an insulating gasket (4), and a sheet-like gasket (9) 
placed on the outer periphery of the sealing member. These parts are held together by the 
crimping of an outer member (6). The sheet-like gasket, called a "film", is more resistant to heat 
generated by an adjoining PTC member (8) that the other gasket. This would mean that the 
sheet-like gasket would have a higher coefficient of rebound resilience than the other gasket. 
This claim differs in that it recites that a battery case is the crimped member that is tightly sealed 
by the sealing member and gaskets. Suzuki et al. discloses a battery with a case (8) that forms 
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the outermost part of a crimped sealing structure that includes a sealing body (1) and a gasket 
(7). Because this arrangement would simplify construction, eliminating the need for a separate 
crimping member, it would be obvious to use the sealing member and gaskets of Murakami et al. 
with the battery case of Suzuki et al. to form a crimped battery seal. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Murakami et al. in 
view of Suzuki et al. as applied to claim 1, and further in view of Yamazaki et al. (JP 2003- 
7270), cited by applicants. 

The above combination does not disclose an upper face of the gasket being made larger. 
Yamazaki et al. discloses a crimped seal for a battery that includes a gasket (133) having a 
thicker, and thus larger, section (134) on the upper part of its face. Because this arrangement 
reduces the likelihood of cracks in the casing, and increases sealing ability (abstract, lines 1-3), it 
would be obvious to use modify the sealing gasket of Murakami et al. to include the enlarged 
section of Yamazaki et al. on its upper face, along with the casing of Suzuki et al. 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Murakami et al. in 
view of Suzuki et al. and Yamazaki et al. as applied to claim 3 above, and further in view of 
Masumoto et al. (JP 2000-357495), cited by applicants. 

This claim, to the extent that it is understood, differs from the above combination by 
reciting an annular sealing protrusion at a compressed point, with a sheet-like gasket placed 
thereon. Masumoto et al. discloses a protrusion on the sealing member (10), crimped with a 
gasket (1 1) by a battery casing (1), and a protrusion (14) on the gasket. Because these help to 
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prevent leakage of electrolyte without deformation (abstract, lines 1-7), it would be obvious to 
modify the sealing member and gasket of Murakami et al. to include the protrusions disclosed by 
Masumoto et al., along with the casing of Suzuki et al. and enlarged section of Yamazaki et al. 
on the gasket of Murakami et al. The sheet-like gasket of Murakami et al., which has a higher 
coefficient of rebound resilience than the gasket, would contact the protrusions on the sealing 
member, since they would be located in its outer periphery. 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Figures 6 and 7 
should be labeled "Prior Art". Drawing numerals 5 and 14a have not been identified in the 
specification. Appropriate correction is required. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Kiihl et al. (US 4,309,493) disclose a cylindrical battery cell sealed with a gasket. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen J. Kalafut whose telephone number is 571-272-1286. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:00 am-4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick J. Ryan can be reached on 571-272-1292. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Stephen J. Kalafut/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1795 



